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22 Scientific and 
Technological Parks 

22 Technological centres 

300 SPIN-OFF and 
8,600 Innovative enterprises 

61 Research centres 
 (40 CERCA, 21 CSIC),  

15 institutes in hospitals 

3 Large Scale Infrastructures 
8 support infrastructures 

12 Universities 

1.652 Research 
Groups and 
8 Networks of 
reference 

  

Around 25,000 researchers: 14,000 in universities, 5,000 in CERCA centres, 1,300 in CSIC 

centres and 5,000 in hospital research institutes. 

Some 45,000 people work in R+I in Catalonia, approximately 1.50% of the employed population 

(data SOUTH, INE and IDESCAT) 

The Catalan System of R&I 
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40 CERCA Centres  
A collective effort 
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Who is part of the CERCA Centres? 

• Government of Catalonia 

• Universities 

• Enterprises and banks 

• Town Halls 

• Philantropic foundations 

• Others 
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UAB 
campus 

Mainly located in Barcelona and 
Universities Campus 
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Excellence as the basis 
of their activity 

Articles Highly cited papers %
CNRS 101.380 2.461 2,43%
CSIC 32.486 1.037 3,19%
Max Planck 30.032 1.342 4,47%
CERCA 20.263 1.116 5,51%

2012 -2014 Data WoS Thomson Reuters 



CERCA 
Research Centres 
of Catalonia 
 
Fostering excellence 
in research for 
the benefit of society 
 
 

Total: 121 ERCs 
  
• Starting grants (StG)     42 

 
• Advanced grants (AdG)   29 

 
• Consolidator grants (CoG)  22 

 
• Synergy grants (SyG)     2 

 
• Proof of concept grants (PoC)  26 

Good results in the main competitive 
calls for proposals in Europe 
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EU R&D framework 
programmes Funds evolution in 
Catalonia 
Million of Euros 
 
 

 
507 

H2020 
14 – 16 (...)* 

Good results in the main competitive 
calls for proposals in Europe 
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companies, products, therapies, 

knowledge... 
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Regular evaluation of its scientific 
and management activities 
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• Fundació Cellex i Dr. Pere Mir 
• Fundació Bill i Melinda Gates 
• Fundació Ester Koplowitz 
• Pere Balsells 
• Fundació La Caixa  
• Fundació Josep Carreras 
• (...) 

Featured sponsorship recipients 
and from private donors 
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BIG Data agreement CERCA / Barcelona 
Supercomputing Center 

 
Balancing gender issue 

 

BIG Science projects 

 

Opening / closing / merging centres 

 

Growth in KTT 

 

Fund-Raising 

Main issues for the future 
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A clear vision rigorously implemented without 

extreme resources allocation and in the short 

term have driven to the creation of R&D 

centres able to be competitive at national and 

international level. 

 
Prof. Andreu Mas-Colell 

Minister of Economy and Knowledge  of Catalonia  

(2010-2016) 
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